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PREFACE. 


IN presenting this Volume of Sacred Music to the Public, the Editor is anxious in the outset to 
disclaim any intention or idea of superseding or depreciating the valuable Collection of Psalmody 
brought out by the late Mr. Houldsworth. The great additions, however, which of late years 
have been made in this important branch of musical art, and our more extended acquaintance 
with the Works of Foreign Masters, both of our own and of former days, together with the 
increased interest which has lately been taken in the musical part of our services, have induced 


the present attempt to increase still further the efficiency of this portion of our public worship. 


The Selection of Tunes, Chants, &c., has been made more with a view to general usefulness 
than any scientific display; and whilst the general object of the Work has been to form a 
Collection of the best compositions of this kind, it has been thought desirable to admit some of a 


more popular character, in order to introduce that variety of metre adapted to different expressions 


of devotional feeling. 


The Score is arranged in four parts: the first and second staves contain the Tenor and Alto 
parts, which in compliance with the practice now prevalent are written in the Treble Clef. The 
third staff contains the Air or Melody, under which is an accompaniment for the Organ or 
Pianoforte, which, for the reason before given, is written in as easy a form as possible. The 


fourth staff contains the Bass. 


For many beautiful and original compositions the Editor’s best thanks are due to Professor 


Walmisley, Mr. Edward Perry, Mr. H. Farmer, Mr. Wm. Dixon, and several other kind friends. 


The flattering reception which has been given to the first edition of this Work has induced 
the Editor to publish this, the Second Edition, which he has revised and corrected; and should 
the Work answer the object for which it was intended, viz., that of affording a greater variety to 
our Psalmody, and of extending a taste for Sacred Music, the Editor will feel himself amply 


repaid for any trouble or exertion its fulfilment may have cost him. 


Halifax, October 23rd, 1855. 
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